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DIRECT EXAMINATICN OF DOUGLAS PERKINS

1 THE COURT: Mr. Groover, You may be excused, and

21 the Court would advise you that you are not to discuss the
3! testimony you have given here today with other persons who

4| may be a witness in this matter.

5 THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor.

6 THE COURT: You may be excused.

7 (WITNESS EXCUSED.)

8 | THE COURT: plaintiffs call their next witness.
9 MR.'SAMPSON: Douglas Perkins.

10 THﬁ COURT: ~ You may procéed, Mr. Sampson.
11 DOUGLAS PERKINS; |

12! having been first duly swormn to tell the truth, the whole
13} truth, and nothing but the truth, testiiied as follows:

14 DIRECT EXAMINATIO N

15 (BY MR. SAMPSON) Would you state your name?

16 rirst initial J. Douglas Perkins.

17 Who do you work for?

18 The Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation.

19 What is your present positioﬁ?

21 How many people do you supervise?

22 At this time two.

23 You say it's the "Trace Evidence Section?"

24

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
201 A. Criminalist supervisox of the Trace Evidence Sectipn.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.. Yes, sir.
Q.

25 What is tryace evidence?"

Charyse C. crawford, CSR, RPR ‘

United States Court Reporter 11707
5012 United States Courthouse

Oklahoma . City, OK 73102 - PH. (405)609-5303




DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS , [:‘:jr

11 A. Trace ev1dence is usually 1tems that are too small to be

5| seen with the eye o very minute amounts of residues,

3| dealing With the fields of ignitab1e liquids such as in

4| arson caées, gﬁnshot residue such as in firedrms cases,

5| paints, sbils, Qlass, fibers, hairs, item that are normally
6| categorized within the trace evxdence.

71 Q. That includes fracture analysis of fabric?

gl A. Yes, sir, it also includes the fracture anai?éis portion

] or what.iamalso referred to as puzzle £it.
Y

10! . How long have you worked_for the'oklahoha State Bureau
11| of Investigation?

121 A. Nearly 19 Yyears.

13| 0. What is your educational background?

14| A. I have a bachelor of science degree with a major in

15| biology and a minor in chemistry that I received from

16| Cameron University in Lawton, Oklahoma in 1978. Since then,

17| T have also gone TO many numerous courses after my formal
18. education classes through the Federal Bureau of

19 Investigation; the Bureau of -Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearmé,
50! and other agencies. |

‘51! Q. Have you taught courses in trace analysis?

221{ A. Yes, I do teach collection preserVation of evidehce and
53| other reconstructive techniques used at crime scenés.

241 Q. Mr. Perkins, did there come a time when you were asked

25| to perform some work on the Kenneth Michael Trentadue

Charyse C. crawford, CSR, RPR
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS [:

1r*matter?
21 A. Yes, sir.

When was that? -

Q
4! A. May 1 pull out my file?
O You bgt. '

A Tn March 17th of 1998 was when the first items Were
7 received by my laboratory. |

‘g| 0. What items were recelved?

gt A. At that; tlme a paper sack labeled "1lgature A paper
10} sack labeled nportion of sheet suespended from the vent to

11| the cell.”

12{ Q. What did vou understand rhe paper gack. labeled

13} mligature® contained?

14| A. It contalned materials that were‘submitted tb me through
15| the Medical Examiner's office orlglnaily.

16| ©. Did you understand those materials to be the part of the

17| sheet that was around Mr. renta neck?

19| A Yes. sir.

19{ ©. Did you receive additional materlals later?

20l A. Yes, sir, March 30, 1998, I received a sealedlpaper sack
21 containing a‘ﬁiie folder rhat contained a flat bed sheet.

22 Also -- excuse me -° at a different date I received 1tem

231 number W4.

241 Q. What is.that?

25!l n. The item that was received March 17th of 98 wWas a paper

|

Charyse C. crawford, CSR, RPR _
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS

1] sack that contained three sheets that were collected from
5| the facility jrself, three used and 1aundered bed sheets to

5] pe used as exemplars in this case.

4t O. Now, we are going to be talking aboﬁt'sqme numbers and

5| letters that start with W, and I think there is a ﬁl and

,é Ww2. Would ybu explain to the jury'and-the Court ﬁow you

7| labeled the package containing the noose that was around‘Mr.‘
gl Trentadue's neck'and the package that was contaiﬁiﬁg the-

g| materials that were hanging from the vent?

10{ A. The 1e£ter W ig assigned to my section. Anytimé within

11| my agency they see€ a W, they know that the ngmber originated
12| through the Trace Evidence Section. pach section has 1its |
13| own alpha character, SO we do not give the same piece of

14| evidence two OI three diffefent designations. SO when

15! evidence comes in on case, it's given a master case number.

16| And in this case, the master case number 98-3577. ANy

17| evidence dealing with this case will have that'same number

181 attached to it. The items that come into the different

19 seétions when I receive the papeéer sack, it had not yet beeﬁ
"»gl analyzed by anyone wiﬁhin the 0spI. I then gave that paper
21} sack the designation Wl. Anything contaiﬁed within that

52| sack gets that Wl designation with & dash 1, dash 2, and a
23] dash 3 behind ic.

24 So if there are items within Ehat éack and in this oﬁe

25! there were three, one item received a designation of Wi-1, &

Charyse C. crawford, CSR, RFR _
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS

wi-2, and a W1-3, meaning those items came from the sack

originally labeled as Wl.

Q.
A. ‘That was the 9a§er séck listed as "ligature."
MR . SAMPSON: ,Mayri,approach the witness, Your
Honor?
THE COURT: You may approach.
0. (BY MR. SAMPSON) Would you 1like a pair of gloves?
A. Yes, please. |
Q. Mr. Perkiﬁs, I have;handed you two paper envelopes. The

one you are picking up right now 1is Exhibit 543D.

It's a Defendant's exhibit, and there has been no objection

to it at this time.

Q. (BY MR. SAMPSON) Mr. Perkins, can you identify 543D7
A. Within the envelope that's labeled 543D as in David,
there 1is a paper sack that bedars my case number 98-3577. It

also bears the_designation W1, my initials Jpp, and the date
of March 19, 1998. Also upon the outer part of the

container is O8RI evidence control number which is CEB as in

And W1l was the noose aroﬁnd Mr. Trentadue's neck?

MR . gAMPSON: And Your Honor, .I would offer that.

THE COURT: It is ‘what?

MR. HANDLER: No objection, Your Honox .
THE COURT: pefendant's what?

MR. SAMPSON: 543D.

THE COURT: All right, that will be admitted.

Charyse C. crawford, CSR, RPR .
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DIRECT EXAMINATION O? DOUGLAS PERKINS

Charles boy 5640, so this items is the W1 that I originally

that in front of you?
that in trowt ~o A

analyzed.

Q. You also have in front of you, Mr. Perkins, a copy of

your report that has been marked as an exhibit. Do you see,

A. Yes, sir.

0~ What's the Exhibit number on that?
WWM/—//‘

a. The Exhibit number is 492, Srate's. Exhibit 5.

-

MR. SAMPSON: Your Homor, I would offer Plaintiffs’
Exhibit No. 495, which is the witneés reéoft.

MR. HANDLER: No objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Exhibit No. 492 will be admitted
without objection.:
Q. (BY MR. SAMPSON) Mr. perkins, referring to 543D which
contains your numbers Wi-1, Wi-2, and W1—3,'again, that is
the portion from the medical examiner's office that was
around Mr. Trentadue's neck; correct?
A. That is my understanding, ves.
Q. Did you analyze -- how many pie;as are in that envelopé?
A. There are three items contained within thelpléstic bag
chtained within the sack that was contained within the
envelope. |
Q. Did you analyze those three pieces of fabric for
fractures?

A. Yes, sir, I was act if I could effect any fracture

. Charyse C. Crawford, CS8SR, RPR N
United States Court Reporter 1712
5012 United States Courthouse

Oklahoma .City, OK 73102 - PH. (405)609-5303



&g

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS

10
11
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25

matches between what was contained in Wl item to what else
ig within rhe case.

Q. Do you fecall -- I am putting up NOW Exhlblt No. 492
which is your réport, and do you see the Wl 1tems llsted in
the report; do you seelthat?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Your analysis of the Wi-1, W1l- 2 and W1-3 which came .
from the Medical Examiner's office disclosed what concerning
the composition of the edges of each of those pleces of
fabric? |

A. The edges concerning item Wi-17?

Q Yes, sir.

A. There were LWO factory edges on that strip of material.
Q What is a factory edge? |

A An original woven geam edge O a2 hem that was produced
by the manufacturer of the fabric.

0. Which edges'were the factory edges on Wi-17

A. One of the long edges and one of short edges.

Q. And Wl-1 in your'report you describe the size of the
object; coriect?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What were the other two edges?

A, The'edgé‘the remaining 1oﬁg edge was & teér typé of
edge, and the other opposing short end was a. stress

fracture.

Charyse C. crawford, CSR, RPR
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS - [:

e ——

-

1| ¢. What is @& difference between a tear and stress fracture?

21 A. A rear is when fabric is grabbed and pulled and

3| separates & part, and you can tell by the way the fibers
- 4! separate from the matrix,‘the originai material, the fabric,
g{ that it's a tear. It;s-a nice, even, smooth motion.
6| Whereas with a stress fracture, the fabric 1is pulled'through
I 7| tensgile forces until it breaks a part and that leaves a
8 jégged e&ge.
gl 0. 5o with respect to lei, XEEM£EEE§~§9aEBEWE§§E§?
: “w#ﬂwwpf_muf,%m/mwﬁW&MM/, :

10} A. No, sit.

111 Q. WSEE/EESEEMEELEEWWﬂz;MPerkins, gid you find any cut
AR

e .
el

12| edges on W1-17

13l n. No, I did not. |

14 0. Wi-2, would you describe the edges -of WL-27

15] A. W1-2, it was a,long piece of fabric. Both long sides of
16| it were torm. The‘short'ends, the short e&ges,‘excuse me,

170 it was -- 1 could not tell if it was & teay or a sSCLTesS

18| fracture.

19 ©. Did vou find any cut edges on Wi-27
201 A. No, T d4id not.
21| Q. What about Wi-3?

221 A. W1-3, the long side that has the tag attached to it is a

53| factory edde. one of the short edges is @ factory edge -~
24| excuse me - the side with the tag was a tear, excuse me.

25| The factory edge is on the other side on the long eddge, and

charyse C. crawford, CSR, RPR )1
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PIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS

Hﬁg&&fﬁg&igﬁmggat was around Mr.‘Trentadﬁer neck; correct?

then there is a Stress fracture on the remaining short edge.
Q. So did you find any cuts on W1-37

aA. I did not.

g. wWi-1, Wi-2, and Wi-3 comprise the portion of the sheet

a. Those three jtems were what T received labeled as a

ligature, YeS.

Q. And you found no cuts on any 9£~E5853,223353

No, sir.

My . Perkins, do you have a pen with you?

ink pen, vyes. I do.

W

?EEf;XfﬁﬂffiifwﬂifgwEgﬂEﬁfmFOpy of ybur report on Wl-1,

A

Q

A

Q

Wi-2, and Wl-3, 1O SRS
A. On the OBV
A (Witness complies.)

Q Next, there is & Jroup of materials 1abeléd w2-1 through
W2-8 in your report.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did-you understand those items to compriée?

A. That portion of the sheet that was labeled as suspended
from the vent in thé cell. ‘ | |

Q. I won 't ask you about each of those items specificailyL

but I will ask you about them as 2 group.- pid you find any

cuts through and through cuts on any of thdse pieces of

Charyse C. crawford, CS8R, RPR , E
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS | [_H /

1rﬁmatérial?

2! A. On W2-1, OR& of the short edges WaS partially sheared

3‘ and torn.

al Q. How much of the short edge was sheared?

5{ A. The fabric was approxlmately four inches wlde and about
6] half of rhat was 2 scissor-type cut. When I say 801ssor, I
7] mean a charp-edged instrument. It could have been 2 knife.
1t could have been a razor blade, something that 'is sharp.
‘9. But the edge Shows that half of it was & sharp

10| instrument cut and the remaining was a teal.

111 o. Did the gharp instrument cut go through a gseamed edge?
12} A. No, gir, it was going through a teaxr edge .

13| @. Did you £ind any other cuts?

14} A. There were no cuts on item W2-2. On item w2-3, there

15! was again on the short edge about one- rhird of the edge was

_K_‘,'w“;__..,,w_m,Wﬂ;‘“ﬂwwﬂ:;,\;.gwﬁsw»,..ME_ e - n - .
@

16! scissor ©OT sharp~edged instrument, and then the remaining
17! two-thirds was approximately a teaf. and the width of the
" 18| fabric on that ig four and an eighth inches.

19 ‘Q; pid you find any other cuts in any- ‘of those materials

20| that were hanging from the vent?

21| A. The remaining items a1l contained tears oOF factory edges

221 or those type of no sharp instrument cuts.

23] Q. Mr. perkins, with respect to the Ewo partlally cut edges

24| on the portion that was hanging from the vent, did you

25| attempt LO match those together to se€ if they were at one

vt

Charyse C. crawford, CSR, RPR ’1718
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS

[+
time were one piece?

A. Thoge items came from the same item. number W2, I did not
try to hook them directly to each other.

0. You didn't chéck to see 1if they matched?

A. No, I did not.

Q. I would like to refer you to your report, and it's the
analysis of evidence portion of the report in‘which you
described. It starts on the bottom of page 2 ané'gbntinues
over to page 3. Yoﬁr“analysis was to seé if you could. match
edges; co?féct?

A. That is_correct.

Q. How many edges were matched, did you achieve & match of

all of the materials that you found?

A. I was able to effect a fracture match or a puzzle fit on
two strips of cloth to each other.
0. Any others?
A. No, sir.
0. And none of the cut edges could you effect a match to
each oﬁher? |
A. No, sir.
Q. Mr. Perkins, did you attempt to -- did you effect a
match of one cut edge to another cut edge?
MR . HANDLER: Objection; asked and answered.
THE_COURT:‘ Be dvefruled.

0. (BY MR. SAMPSON) You may answel.

Charyse C. crawford, CSR, RPR ,I ’?1 7
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS

11 A. pPlease repeat the question.

2{ 0. Did you effect a match from one cut edge from the part

3{ that was hanging from the vent to another cut edge that was
4! hanging from the vent?

A. ©No, sir, the item Wi-1 which I effected a fracture match
61 to item number W2-4, Wi-1 contains no cuts to it. It

7| contains tears and stresé fractures and factory edges. And
g8t W2-4, that item contains Ltwo stress fractures‘at'tﬁe short
9| ends, one factory.edge, and one torn edge.

10 Q. Mr. perkins, did you attempt to see if there was enough

I mwﬂw“ﬁ.W(w;;j._,),_-;m)‘,,WH.. - _.“- n m
Ui

11 material that comprised Wl-1 which was the part around the
12! neck and W2-1 OY all those pieces'that were hanging from the

- 13} vent to see if they added up to a whole sheet?

14 'A. I was asked if I could reconstruct the matefials fr@h
} ' 15| the cell Qhat wag given to me from the vent, from around the
;7 16} person's neck, and the rémaining portion of the sheet that
)‘ 17| was in thelcell to see if it was an entire sheet. I could
i ‘ 18} not -- the pieces I have indicatés that I do not have the

oz,

19| entire sheet.

SEES

} ' 20|l 0. Mr. Perkins, before I finish, would you flip back to the

51| first page of the exhibit of your report of Exhibit No. 452

| . 221 and just to cilarify that report under W-1, would you put,
El 231 around neck i ' wr—reporl.

i 24 ‘MR. SAMPSON: May I approach, Your Honor?

% ' 25 THE COURT: You may - approach.

;;: Charyse C. Crawford, CSR, RPR , -
L | ‘ United States Court Reportex ‘1718
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS

THE WITNESS: 1Is that satisfactory what I wrote on

there? "
T
0. (BY MR. SAMPSON) No cuts, around neck, okay. Let me

And

T

as we refer to Wi off the 1eft-hand side, you have written

et

wno cuts" and inivialed it and dated it; correct?

7

That is correct.

¢

At the top of W1 you put "around neck.®

P

A
Q
A. That is co?rect.
¢} And on W2 that is one sealed paper séck labeled portion
of sheet suspended ffom vent and that is Exhibit S543E. Do
you see an exhibit numper on that? It may be somewhere in
there.
A. ©On the outer plastic there ig a Defendants' Exhibit No.
SéBE as in Bdward.
Q. 543E contains nine pieces that were found hanging from
the vent.

MR. HANDLER: Objection; misrepresents prior
testimony. |
0. (BY MR. SAMPSON) What does 5438 consist of, Mr; Perkins?
A. G5S43E contains the briginal white paper that the othér
strips of fabric were in. These items‘bear my initials, the
date . of April 24, 1998, and has W numbers the W2-4. There
is a W1-1 here. Those are the two pieces that were effected

to each other as a fracture match, and the additional items

Charyse C. crawford, CSR, RPR _
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKINS

associated with W2.

0. What does it say on the outside of that envelope 543 .
there is handwriting on the back side? |

A. oOn this it .says -- this is in my writing, "portion of.
sheet suspended from the vent in cell" witﬁ my initials JDP.
March 17, 1998, containé the 0SBI evidence control number
CB-5639.

Q. One last qﬁeétion, Mr. Perkins, you found no éu£ of any
portion oﬁ any material that was around Mr. Trentadue's,
neck; is thét correct? |

A. On items Wl-1; W1-2, W1-3, I found no cuts.

0. Mr. Perkins, on your report there are a couple place
where is the materials that were haﬁging from the vent as
you examined them have been described as noose. The first
one appears at page. 2 under the bottom under énalysis, you
refer to Wl-1 as ligature, which I understood to be the
nocose or understand to be the noose, and W2-4 which I
understand are the materials to be hanging from the vent; is
that correct? |
A. W 1-1, the ligature was from the person's neck. W2-4°
which was labeled as néose by the officers was really the
portion that was hanging from the vent of the cell.

Q. WOuld your repoft be more accurate if you cOrrectéd‘the
word noose to be hanging from vent on page 27

A. T could do that.

Charyse C. crawford, CSR, RPR
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF DOUGLAS PERKENS

Q. (BY MR. ADAMS) Mr. Perkins, you just answered a couple
gquestions about cuttlng and tearing how you would expect the
cut to be in piece of fabrlc, then a tear. You would expect
those two pieces ﬁo match, wouldn't you?

A. vYou are talking about these two physically to match to
each other? |

Q. Yes.

A. Once they were parted, 1f I were ngen those two pleces

back, I would expect to make a fracture match back to them

0. And you did not match the two partlally torn and cut
pieces that were hanging from the vént, did you?

4A. No, I did not.

Q. You did try?

A. I dig try, but I cquld not effect. a fracture match.

Q. You talked about Detective Scott from the Oklah¢ma City
Police Department bringing you the materials and you
reporting to him what your conclusions were; do you recall
that?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you give foicer Scott a copy 5f‘your repbrt?

A. Yes, sir. | |

0. Did you tell Officer Scott about your findings

. r.’-—"-/w-‘ . -
concerning the edges of Wl-1 which were around Mr.

Trentadue's neck?

A, As to?

Charyse C. Crawford, CSR, RPR 17 .
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION;OF pouUGLAS PERKINS

Q. The fact that there were no cuts?

//Mh _WW__M
That was not 1isted in my report, but I do know that I

presented my notes to them for them to look at and showed

;Eﬁémﬂzéémgﬁeﬁggzggggwgﬁ .11 the items so that they could see

what I had looked at.

\

Q. Did you present those findings to Mr. Bevel that there
were no cuts on the portion that were around Mr. Trentadue's
neck?

A. I do not remember.

Q. Was tﬁeré a reason that your findings‘concérning the
cuts OY ﬁhe 1ack of cuts in the portion énd Mr. Trentadue's
neck was not 1istéd in your report?

aA. Could you repeat the question, please?

Q. Yes, that was a poor Question. 1 apologize. Ts there &

e o pmepem e ——

reason why You didn't identify rhe edges of Wi-1 which

comprised the part around Mr. Trentadue's neck as not having
any cut edges° ‘
oy

A. No, I just listed the fact that they were 2 fracture
W '

mEEEE;EEEE~£b§XMQQQJd~be put back together.
M

Q. And you matched no pleces other than the stress fracture

that you ralked about that is up on the board right now, you '
matched no cut pieces from the part.around M . Trentadué‘s
neck to the part up above?

A. No, I did not .

0. And that includes partial cuts?

s

Charyse C. Crawford CSR, RPR | v
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_.and 45 inches lone )

5 ! ('1) srnp cf 'bedsheet rnare ai measumc appmximatelv 11/5 mches

LABNO. - 983577 ‘Reported To:- District Attorney .
| o . A“ddr_em Oklahoma County Courthouse '
Date Received: SEE BELOW 320 Robert S. Kerr '
" Date Reporied: 06-19-98 . OKC, OK - 7.:-102
| Classification of Case: [Unknown Death Submitied By: SEE BELOW
- Suspectis): Victimest: Kenmneth Michael TRENTADUE,
‘ (aka: Vance Paul BROCKWAY} .
WM, 12-18-50 .
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Descr:pnon of Evidence:

The foilowmz items were submmed 10 the OSBI Oklahoma City Regional Laboratory by Randy Scott. Oklahoma
iy Polsce Department on 03~ 17-98.
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One (1) sealed papersack !abeled "ligature” comaxmng one (1) piastic bagwle containing:

One (1) strip of bedsheet matenal measuring approx;mately 1 & inches wxde '

35 3 mches long .

.One ( !) smp of bedsheet matenal measuring approxmlateiv 4 mches w:de |
and 21 % inches long. , ‘

One (1) strip of bedsheet material measuring approximately 1 % inches wide
and 19 % inches long.

One (1 stnp of bedsheet material measuring approx;mateiy 4 Y4 inches wide
‘and 21 mchcs iong

One ( I) strip of bedsheet materiai measuring approxnnate!y | Y inches wide
and 33 inches long.

One (1) strip of bedsheet material measuring apprommately I Y% inches wide
and 13 inches long.

One (1) strip of bedsheet material measuring approximately 1 Y& inches wide
and 33 inches long. : :
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